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Message from Mayor Gregory P. Kurtz
Dear Neighbor,

None of us will soon forget how the world changed in 2020 
because of COVID-19. Wearing cloth masks, physical 
distancing, working from home, remote learning, and 
not being able to socialize with family and friends has 
been challenging. But the pandemic has also yielded some 
valuable lessons.  

Family and friends are important for our well-being.  
The need for connection and human interaction that many 

had taken for granted in the past took center stage.      

Prevention is power.  The pandemic was a wake-up call that our fates are 
intertwined. Wearing a mask signaled our shared vulnerability and solidarity. 

The outdoors is healing.  Nature endured, and taking a walk or getting some 
fresh air was a viable escape from the disruptions of pandemic life. 

Essential workers are heroes. Health care professionals, City service employees, 
delivery drivers, cleaning crews, and others finally got the long-overdue recognition 
they deserve. 

Inside, is a pull-out, two-page #SupportIndy sign that I hope residents and 
businesses will display.  It sends the positive message that we are strong and support 
each other as a community. If you would like a yard sign, please email your contact 
info to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

On behalf of the City Council, everyone at City Hall, and my family, I wish you 
and your family bountiful blessings this Christmas and a very healthy and Happy 
New Year.  
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Gregory P. Kurtz
 Mayor
 kurtzg@independenceohio.org 

Vern Blaze
 Finance Director

Gregory J. O’Brien
 Law Director

Donald Ramm
 City Engineer

Jeff Markley
 City Planner

Letitia Linker
 Human Resources  
 Director

Michael Kilbane
 Police Chief

Steve Rega
 Fire Chief

Tom Walchanowicz
 Recreation Director

Leon Karas
 Service Director

David Snyderburn
 Technical Services Director

Michael Gero
 Building Official

Angela T. Zeleznik-Zidanic
 Clerk of Courts

Dennis Zdolshek
 Procurement Coordinator

Alla Lora
 Communications Director

Jessica A. Hyser
 Economic Development  
 Director

COUNCIL MEMBERS
David Grendel, Vice Mayor
Chair, Finance
grendeld@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-678-0250

Kathleen Kapusta
Chair, Community Services 
kapustak@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-538-0616

Tom Narduzzi
Chair, Safety/Rules  
& Ordinances
narduzzit@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-318-0383

Kenn Synek
Chair, Economic Growth
 & Development
synekk@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-513-2527

James P. Trakas
Chair, Utilities & Sewers
trakasj@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-346-1971

Dale Veverka
Chair, Streets and Sidewalks
veverkad@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-407-8657

Chris Walchanowicz
Chair, Public Lands & Buildings
walchanowiczc@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-219-9789

Debi Beal
Clerk of Council
beald@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-524-1008

Architectural Review Board
1st & 3rd Thurs. each month - 3:00 p.m.
Chairman – Norman Casini

Civil Service Commission
1st Thursday each month
Chairman - Peter Nelson

Council
2nd Tuesday each month – 7:00 p.m.

Planning Commission
1st Tuesday each month
5:30 p.m. caucus, meeting to follow

Board of Zoning Appeals
3rd Thursday each month
5:30 p.m. caucus, meeting to follow
Chairman - Mark Moreal

POLICE/FIRE EMERGENCIES  9-1-1 

Police Anonymous Tip Line 216-524-9699 

Animal Control    216-524-3940

Building Department  216-524-1019

Chamber of Commerce  216-573-2707

Council Meetings  216-328-1477

Clerk of Courts    216-524-7719

Community Services  216-524-7373

Council Clerk    216-524-1008

Economic Development  216-524-4131

Engineering Department  216-524-1374

Finance Department  216-524-4131

Fire Department   216-524-4001

Human Resources  216-524-4131

Indy Fieldhouse   216-524-0088

Library    216-447-0160

Maple Shade Cemetery  216-524-9191

Mayor’s Office    216-524-4131

Outdoor Pool    216-524-3711

Police Department  216-524-1234

Post Office    216-524-9614

Recreation Department  216-524-3262

Service Department  216-524-9191

Tech Services Dept.  216-524-9200

Website: www.independenceohio.org
Email: cityhall@independenceohio.orgYOUR CITY DIRECTORY
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Holiday Tree 
Lighting
Saturday, December 5, 2020
6 – 7:30 PM
Public Square and Elmwood Park
RESIDENTS-ONLY

The City of Independence is proud to welcome residents 
to this year’s drive-thru Holiday Tree Lighting on Saturday, 
December 5, 2020, from 6 – 7:30 PM. We canceled the 
previously announced car caravan, but have added a short, 
winter fireworks show to cap off the evening. Everyone will 
be asked to stay in their vehicles during the celebration. 

Independence families must pre-register their cars and 
provide the number of children age 10 and under who will 
attend. The City wants to ensure that each resident child 
receives a stocking from Santa. Children can also drop off 
letters to Santa in the special mailbox on campus. 

To register, Independence parents are asked to call the 
Recreation Department at 216-524-3262 or the Community 
Services Department at 216-524-7373, or register on the 
website. We will need an email address to contact people 
should circumstances change, and we need to reach as many 
people as possible, as quickly as possible. 

Anyone wanting to see Santa outside the Civic Center will 
need to take the special route from Public Square through 
Elmwood Park. There will not be access into the park from 
Selig Drive or Vineyard Avenue. 

Everyone attending will receive a program with information 
on the designated radio station that will be broadcast within 
the park with Christmas music and more information about 
the evening.

This year parents can arrange a 5-minute Zoom call with 
Santa on Sunday, December 13, between 6-7 PM. Please 
call Community Services at 216-524-7373.

Mayor Kurtz, Santa, Rudolph, and Frosty hope to see as 
many Independence children on Saturday, December 5 as 
they can. The lights on Public Square and throughout the 
City campus will be switched on Saturday, December 5 at 
5:30 PM. The fireworks are scheduled to begin at 7:30 PM.

Commemorative Holiday Ornament
This year, the City will be selling keepsake 
Christmas ornaments to brighten up the holidays.

Beacon Designs has produced the White House 
Ornaments for decades and has custom-designed 
a 3-D Independence City Hall ornament. Each 
24kt gold, metal-etched keepsake comes in a 
velvet lined box and costs only $5. Order forms are 
available on the website and at the Civic Center.
Call 216-524-7373 for more information.

Photo of a Beacon Design
3-D ornament
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Generosity of Spirit: Toy Drive 
When tragedy strikes, most people struggle to find a way to 
cope and recover from the searing pain that feels inescapable. It 
is different for everyone, and the process takes time.  

Three years ago, Tammie Konicki, the new owner of Angie’s 
Pizza on the corner of Hillside and Brecksville Roads, lost her 
mother in the deadliest wildfire in California history. The blaze 
destroyed 90-percent of the city of Paradise. Fifteen members of  
Tammie’s family lost everything they owned in November of 
2018.

Eventually Tammie moved her sister, uncle, and cousin to Ohio. 
She said she is forever grateful for the support of the community, 
family, friends, and the outreach by strangers during her time of 
need. Since then she has made “giving back” a priority.   

Service to others is nothing new for Tammie, who served 
six-and-a-half years in the Army, including a tour of duty in 
Afghanistan.  She is also raising two sons, ages 10 and 14, and 
a 12-year-old nephew.

Angie’s Pizza is hosting a toy drive this month. Anyone who 
orders a pizza and brings in a new, unwrapped toy will get a 
$5 gift card. If you call ahead, you can also schedule a curbside 
drop-off. Everyone is welcome to drop off a new toy to bring a 
smile to a child’s face. For more information call 216-524-8100.

Make Someone’s Holiday a 
Little Brighter 
The pandemic has affected all of our residents. Still, 
it has been particularly devastating to those among us 
who were already most vulnerable. 

This holiday season, we will be collecting canned food 
and monetary donations for the St. Michael Church 
food pantry and our Adopt-a-Family program. Please 
consider donating food or money to support these vital 
programs that help neighbors in need.     

Canned food donations and monetary donations 
will be accepted at the Civic Center during normal 
business hours. We can accept cash donations as well as 

checks (made payable to the City 
of Independence). Please write 
“Adopt-a-Family” on the envelope.

If you are a resident in need of 
food, please visit the food pantry at 
St. Michael Church. If your family 
needs additional assistance, please 
call the Community Services 
Department at 216-524-737 for 
information on the Adopt-a-
Family program.

Together, we can ensure that no one goes hungry this 
holiday season.
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CodeRED Is Coming

In December, the City of Independence will be transitioning from the SwiftReach911 alert system to 
CodeRED, the Cuyahoga County Emergency Notification System. It will allow us to deliver urgent messages 
to residents and businesses by telephone, cellular phone, text message, and/or e-mail.   

CodeRED, also known as ReadyNotify, is the mass notification system used by Cuyahoga County, 37 
participating communities, and 19 agencies at no cost.  
The program fosters shared services among 
communities and organizations, increasing their ability 
to prepare for and respond to large-scale disasters or 
emergencies. 

Notifications can also be sent internally to Fire, 
Police, Service Department, etc., or to groups within 
Independence, i.e., senior snow plowing, participants 
of various programs, classes at the Civic Center, etc. 

CodeRed also supports the thousands of people who 
work in Independence but live outside the community. 

 

 

CCuuyyaahhooggaa  CCoouunnttyy  RReeaaddyyNNoottiiffyy    
SSiiggnnuupp  //  RRee--RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  

  

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________ City, State, Zip: __________________________ 

Communication Methods (select all that apply): (  ) Voice/Phone   (  ) SMS/Text Message    

(  ) Email   (  )  TDD    

Automatic Weather Alerting: (  ) Yes  (  ) No 

What communities, within Cuyahoga County, do you want alerts from? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - FILL OUT INFORMATION BELOW WHERE APPLICABLE- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Phone Number 1: ________________________ Phone Number 2:_______________________ 

Mobile Provider (if known): __________________ Email:_______________________________ 

CCuuyyaahhooggaa  CCoouunnttyy  RReeaaddyyNNoottiiffyy    
SSiiggnnuupp  //  RRee--RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  

  

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________ City, State, Zip: __________________________ 

Communication Methods (select all that apply): (  ) Voice/Phone   (  ) SMS/Text Message    

(  ) Email   (  )  TDD    

Automatic Weather Alerting: (  ) Yes  (  ) No 

What communities, within Cuyahoga County, do you want alerts from? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - FILL OUT INFORMATION BELOW WHERE APPLICABLE- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Phone Number 1: ________________________ Phone Number 2:_______________________ 

Mobile Provider (if known): __________________ Email:_______________________________ 

Cut here 

Residents will be able to register online

SAMPLE
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Coyotes: Myth vs. Fact   
 
Coyotes will lead your dog away to attack it: MYTH
You’ve likely heard that coyotes are aggressive animals 
that befriend dogs and lead them back to their large, 
vicious pack which attacks and kills the dog for food.  
 
This is untrue. Coyotes do not live or hunt in large 
packs. A coyote family usually includes one pair of 
adults and their young born that year. While the family 
occasionally works together to hunt, they usually prefer 
to hunt alone. They never hunt in the large groups of 
10, 20, or 30 animals that many people claim to have 
witnessed.

Hearing coyotes yipping means they have made a kill: 
MYTH
Coyotes use rapidly rising and falling notes to create an 
auditory illusion, making a pair or trio of coyotes sound 
like a large pack. Hence, it’s easy to be intimidated by 
the sound. But just because coyotes are singing doesn’t 

mean they’re killing an animal or making 
plans to; it just means they’re a family 
and they’re together.
 
Coyotes are opportunists: FACT
Like any other predator, coyotes will eat 
whatever prey is available if they’re hungry enough. 
Coyotes may hunt small dogs, especially toy breeds. 
Responsible pet owners should not leave small dogs 
outside unattended, particularly at dawn and dusk. 
Although coyotes aren’t known to target larger dogs as 
prey, they will fight with a dog if provoked, which can 
result in injury or death for either or both animals. 
 
Coyotes serve a purpose: FACT
Coyotes do serve a purpose. They keep small vermin 
and other pests under control. Without coyotes to keep 
the vermin population under control, we would have 
many more pests around our properties and homes.

– Judy Burrier, ACO

Winter Driving  
Winter is just around the corner, and that means we 
need to modify the way we drive. Snow, sleet, and ice 
can lead to slower traffic, hazardous road conditions, 
and unforeseen dangers. Keep yourself and your family 
safe. Before winter starts, check the following as it 
pertains to your vehicle:

• Battery
• Brakes and Brake Fluid
• Exhaust
• Fuel 
• Ignition system
• Lights and emergency flashers
• Heater and windshield defroster
• Oil
• Radiator
• Tires

     
Keep your fuel tank full or near full in the winter to 
avoid running out of gas during slow-moving traffic. 
This reserve will also keep the engine and heater 
running if you become stranded.

Always carry an emergency 
kit in your vehicle that 
includes: 

• Blanket, warm clothes,  
 hat, and gloves
• Brightly colored cloth 
• Cell phone charger/cord
• Compass 
• Extra washer fluid
• Flares
• First aid kit
• Ice scraper, snow brush, and shovel
• Jumper cables and toolkit
• Spare tire (properly inflated), wheel wrench, and jack  
 designed for your vehicle
• Tow and tire chains
• Working flashlight and extra batteries 
• A bag of salt, sand, or non-clumping kitty litter to use  
 for added traction when a tire is stuck
• If your vehicle becomes disabled or stuck, turn on your  
 emergency flashers and call 911. The police will respond  
 to assist you and keep you safe until your vehicle is  
 towed or moved.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
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Deck the Halls with Care this Season 

Holiday decorations can make the season look and feel 
quite festive, but some carry potential fire hazards that 
can quickly transform a joyous time of the year into a 
tragic one. 

According to the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA), home candle and decoration fires 
peak in December. Nearly half of all holiday decorating 
fires occur because people place decorations too close 
to a heating source. Candles are the cause of two out of 
every five home decoration fires.

A vast majority of holiday decoration fires are 
preventable by following simple safety precautions.

Candles
•  Keep lit candles at least  
 12 inches away from any  
 decoration and anything  
 else  that can burn.
•  Use sturdy candle holders   
 that will not tip over easily;  
 put candles holders on a  
 stable, uncluttered surface.
•  Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go 
 to bed. Avoid the use of candles in the bedroom  
 and other areas where people may fall asleep.

 

Christmas Trees
•  Choose a tree with fresh,  
 green needles that don’t fall 
 off when touched.
• Before placing the tree in  
 the stand, cut off two inches  
 from the base of the trunk.
•  Set up the tree at least three feet away from any heat  
 source, including fireplaces, radiators, candles,  
 heat vents, and lights.
•  Make sure the tree isn’t blocking any exits.
•  Water the tree twice a day.
•  Remove trees from your home promptly after the  
 holidays. The longer they remain in the house, the  
 more they dry out, increasing the hazard. 
•  If you prefer an artificial tree, make sure it is fire  
 resistant.

Decorative lighting
•  When hanging holiday  
 lights, use a dry, wooden  
 ladder to reduce an  
 electrical shock risk.
•  Use lights that include  
 the label of a recognized  
 testing   laboratory such 
 as CSA International, UL, or ELT.
•  Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for usage; 
 some are designed for indoor or outdoor use, 
 not both.
•  Replace any string of lights with worn or broken 
 cords or loose bulb connections Read the  
 manufacturer’s instructions to learn the number of  
 light strands you can safely connect.
•  Use clips (not nails) to hang lights, so the cords do not  
 get damaged.
•  Use a GFCI on all extension cords and do not  
 plug multiple extension cords into each other.
•  Turn off light strings and decorations before leaving  
 home or going to bed.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE 
INDEPENDENCE FIRE DEPARTMENT!

FIRE DEPARTMENT
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT
YARD WASTE PICK UP
The last yard waste pick up for the year is Friday, December 
11, 2020. The service will resume in April of 2021.

CHRISTMAS TREES
After the holidays, live Christmas trees will be picked up 
on residents’ regular rubbish day. You do not need to call 
the Service Department for Christmas tree pick up. All 
decorations, lights, ornaments, tree stands, and plastic bags 
must be removed before the tree is put on the tree lawn.

CHIPPER 
Chipper service is offered year-round. To schedule chipper 
service, call the Service Department at 216-524-9191. The 
chipper picks up branches 1 - 8 inches in diameter and 4 feet 
in length.

MAILBOX DAMAGE DURING THE SNOW SEASON
Mailbox damage is inevitable when streets are being plowed. 
It is not usually direct contact with the plow that causes the 
damage, but the snow plowed from the road. The snow is 
very wet and heavy and can strike the box with considerable 
force.

Mailboxes must be in good condition before winter. They 
should be securely attached to substantial support at the 
proper height and distance from the roadway. Custom-made 
boxes should be either shielded or replaced for the winter 
with a standard metal box. 

The Service Department will make repairs or replacements 

to mailboxes that have been damaged by City plows.

WINTER WEATHER
The snow that falls in your driveway is yours to keep. City of 
Independence Ordinance #660.05 prohibits plowing snow 
across a street and onto another property.  

Make sure your contractor or person responsible for this 
task is well aware of this Ordinance. Placing snow in the 
roadway causes a hazard for motorists and snow removal 
crews. 

Please stay clear of the roadway when the snowplows are 
operating in your area.

SENIOR SNOW PLOWING
For Senior Citizens, Disabled Persons, and Active Military 
This service is provided to those who have applied and 
qualify for this service. It allows emergency vehicles access 
to a residential property whenever snowfall exceeds four (4) 
inches. 

The Service Director determines when snowplow contractors 
are dispatched. Each contractor is given a specific route to 
plow and has up to 16 hours to complete the assigned route. 
Please be patient; all driveways cannot be cleared at the same 
time. 

REMINDER: Please ensure your address is visible from 
the street as required by law, so Fire, Police, and other 
emergency crews can find your home quickly. 

Home Electrical System Guidelines
When high winds, storms, or other events damage a home’s 
exterior electrical system, it is important to understand 
which components are the homeowner’s responsibility and 
which are the responsibility of The Illuminating Company.

If your home receives electrical service from utility poles, The 
Illuminating Company is responsible for:

1.  Service Drop – The wires running from the utility pole  
 to your home.
2.  Electric Meter-- Measures your electricity use in  
 kilowatt-hours. 
 

Homeowners are responsible for repairing the following:
•  Weatherhead and Insulator – This is the point where  
 electrical lines connect to your home.

• Service Entrance Cable – The wire that extends from  
 your weatherhead to the meter and from the meter to  
 your fuse box or circuit breaker box. 
• Meter Base – The home meter is mounted in this box. 
• Fuse Box or Circuit Breaker Box – This is the main  
 service panel that houses your fuses or circuit breakers. 
•  Household Wiring – All interior wiring that distributes  
 electricity throughout your home.

It is a homeowner’s responsibility to maintain open access 
to the meter and keep obstructions away from power lines 
that extend from the utility pole to the home. If trees on 
your property grow near power lines, DO NOT PRUNE 
OR REMOVE THEM YOURSELF. Consult with a 
tree contractor who is qualified to work around electrical 
equipment. 
Source: The Illuminating Company 
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Honoring Our Veterans
On Veterans Day, we honor every man and woman who has ever worn 
the uniform of our nation— Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, or Coast 
Guard — and thank you for your sacrifice and service.  

First Lady Lyn and I were pleased and proud to see so many local veterans 
at the drive-thru Veterans Day lunch on Thursday, November 12. 
  
Once again, Vodrazka Funeral Home generously provided lunch and 
PPE kits for the veterans, and the City included a gift card.

GRATITUDE IS A GIFT YOU GIVE AND RECEIVE.
William Arthur Ward

 
May your Christmas be blessed with love, joy, and peace.
Wishing you and yours a healthy and Happy New Year. 

Mayor Gregory P. Kurtz
Finance Director Vern Blaze

City Council
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6046 Brecksville Rd. Independence, OH 44131  216.232.4900 

 

VViissttaa  SSpprriinnggss  RRaavviinniiaa  

DRIVE THROUGH 

WWiinntteerr  
WONDERLAND 

 
AT 

Visit Vista Springs Ravinia at dusk or dark during 
the whole month of December to view a fun and 
oonnee--ooff--  aa--kkiinndd drive through holiday lights display 

& drop off your LLeetttteerrss  ttoo  SSaannttaa!! 

12/11/20 
5:00-7:00 

Photos with 
Santa 

 

12/18/20 
5:00-7:00 

Photos with 
Santa 

 

12/4/20 
5:00-7:00 

Photos with 
Santa 

6 FOOT DISTANCING & MASKS REQUIRED WHILE OUTSIDE OF YOUR VEHICLE 

Middle School Students Help Neighbors 

Picture-perfect autumn weather greeted the Independence 
Middle School students who participated in the annual 
Fall Leaf Program on November 6, 2020.

Every year the school arranges to have students rake 
leaves to the curb for senior residents who live in the 
neighborhood. It’s a great learning experience for young 
people. The homeowners tell us they very much appreciate 
having this task checked-off their to-do list. 



www.independenceohio.org 11

          Kiwanis Korner
The 300 Club is back, with the first raffle taking place in 
January 2021. There is more information on the right of 
this page. 

The Kiwanis has authorized a $1,000 donation to Campus 
Life. This program combines healthy relationships and 
creative activities to help young people make good life 
choices.  Despite COVID-19, Campus Life can reach 
out to Independence Local School District students.  

Are you looking for a way to “give back” to your 
community? Please consider joining the Kiwanis Club of 
Independence. We are always looking for new members. 

We are also looking for Community Service projects 
to enhance our community and support the Kiwanis 
Mission of helping children. 

If you would like to become a member or have an idea 
for a project you would like us to consider, please go 
to the website at www.IndependenceKiwanis.com and 
complete the “Contact Us” form. A member will get 
back to you. 

The Independence Kiwanis Foundation Inc. is a non profit corporation 501C3 Charitable 
Organization for federal Income Tax purposes. Please consult your tax advisor if you have 
any questions about the tax deductibility of your contribution to the Independence Kiwanis 
Foundation Inc. Thank You for your support of this foundation.

Independence Kiwanis Foundation, Inc.

300 CLUB
$50 per Ticket / Only 300 tickets will be Sold
Ten Monthly Drawings Starting January, 2021

 1st Prize  $100
 2nd Prize   $ 75
 3rd Prize   $ 50

THERE WILL BE TWO BONUS DRAWINGS
IN MARCH AND SEPTEMBER AND

4 CHANCES TO WIN $500
Please help the Kiwanis mission of helping children.

For more information contact:
 Gil Freilino                                        Chuck Soeder
 216.524.4341                                   216.633.0600  
 freilinogs001@gmail.com          soederc@gmail.com

Public Square Christmas Tree
Life-long Independence resident Patricia Woodrick 
is once again donating a Christmas tree for Public 
Square. Mrs. Woodrick is a former vice mayor and city 
councilperson. She worked in both  the Wisnieski and 
Kotabish administrations.

Patricia and her husband, Ron, 
began the tradition of purchasing a 
live Christmas tree when their four 
children were born. The trees were 
eventually planted in their yard 
on Elmarge Drive and Vineyard 
Avenue. As the children matured, 
so did the majestic trees that 
provided a unique connection to 
nature and many fond memories.

Last year, daughter 
Katherine Baumann’s 
tree became the first 
Woodrick Family tree 
to be displayed on 
Public Square. As 
most residents know, 
Katherine was the first 
runner-up in the Miss 
America Pageant in 
1970.

Thanks, Patricia, for 
generously donating the 25-foot blue spruce to celebrate 
Christmas in Independence 2020.

Patricia Woodrick and her 
daughter Kathrine Baumann 
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COUNCIL MEETING – NOVEMBER 10, 2020

MAYOR KURTZ’S REPORT
After months of anxiety-provoking 
news about the pandemic, there 
was a ray of hope this week that an 
experimental coronavirus vaccine 
was found to be more than 90% 
effective in preventing COVID-19 
in late-stage trials. The vaccine was 
developed by Pfizer and BioNTech 

and tested on 43,500 people in six countries.

The news is promising, but there are many unanswered 
questions regarding if and when the vaccine would 
get federal approval and how quickly it could be 
produced and distributed. In the meantime, we need 
to have a forthright discussion about the pandemic's 
consequences and the public health and economic 
damage and uncertainty it has created.  
 
On March 25, 2020, Gov. Mike DeWine signed an 
Emergency Order, which said Ohioans working from 
home due to the coronavirus would continue to pay 
municipal income taxes to the City in which they would 
normally work. This declaration has allowed the City to 
invest in the required health protocols and improvements 
to protect our staff, residents, and visitors, maintain City 
services, and provide a substantial number of programs 
for our residents.

This tax provision will expire 30 days after the Governor 
lifts his COVID-19 emergency declaration. A 30-day 
window is not enough time for the City to rebound 
and plan for the unknown post-pandemic future. We 
have begun investing the time and resources required 

to ensure that the City emerges from this crisis in the 
strongest, financially sound position possible.

Tonight we will be discussing a proposal to lease high-
tech surveillance cameras to improve safety and security 
in the Rockside Road and Granger Road areas. These are 
smart cameras, NOT speed cameras. The sophisticated, 
remote-controlled technology will allow dispatchers 
to monitor the entire Rockside Road/I-77/I-480 area 
and identify a vehicle's make, type, color, and license 
plate with high-resolution precision. It is a cost-effective 
system that will help prevent and solve crimes. 

The City has also issued an RFP to hire a project design 
consultant firm to begin the process of evaluating the 
need for a remote police facility in the Rockside Road 
area. The competitive process will help us identify 
the most qualified firm with law enforcement facility 
planning expertise to analyze the need, possible location, 
preliminary costs, etc. Safety and security must keep 
pace with the needs of our residents and the burgeoning 
business district. As our community continues to expand 
and evolve, we must get the most value out of every tax 
dollar and make decisions based on facts, not anecdotal 
assumptions.  

Finally, over the past eight months, the crisis has 
forced a radical shift in working habits. Organizations 
are reimagining how to create safe, productive, and 
enjoyable environments for their employees and 
whether working from home should be an option for 
more staffers. There is also the question of remotely 
managing an entire work-from-home staff and long-
term productivity. Is the lack of personal interaction 
and collaboration among employees who do not work 
in the same facility detrimental to an individual's and 
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organization's growth? Will businesses offer a work-
from-home option for some employees either on a full-
time or rotating basis? 

As organizations consider these important questions, I 
want to make sure companies currently in Independence 
stay here. I also want businesses considering relocating 
or establishing satellite offices to reduce employee’s 
commute times, to think of Independence first. The City 
has always supported our business community and will 
continue to do so as we all look forward to the next 
normal. 

As we begin the season of gratitude, I want to say thank 
you to all the residents who have complied with safety 
restrictions for all these months. Also, I appreciate 
the support for the decision to temporarily enforce 
a residents-only policy at the Civic Center and for 
different events. 

This year’s Holiday Tree Lighting on Saturday, 
December 5 will be for residents only and a little 
different, but I assure you it will be a memorable 
evening. 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BLAZE’S REPORT
By the time you are reading this in the 
December Post, the Thanksgiving holiday 
will already be in the rear-view mirror. 
But there are still many reasons we here in 
Independence have to be thankful this year 

even after Thanksgiving.

2020 has been a very challenging year for many 
businesses, organizations and governmental entities. 
Independence has not been immune in having to 
frequently navigate through uncharted territory this 
year.

That’s why the Finance Office often preaches that a lot 
of what our office does is figuratively done in pencil, 
as circumstances and situations sometimes require 
a nimbleness that results in having to quickly alter a 

previously chartered course.

Municipal Income Tax Revenue, the City’s primary 
source of revenue by far, has held up pretty strong here 
through the first ten months of 2020. This in-and-of-
itself is worthy of thanks given the turbulent economic 
year 2020 has been. This revenue source funds virtually 
everything we do here in Independence.

But the City has also been the recipient of three large 
deposits this year, all of which were unanticipated at 
the start of 2020. 

The Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation is 
responsible for two of those three large deposits. First, 
the City was essentially rebated its 2019 workers’ 
compensation premium ($242,114).

Second, the OBWC recently announced a special one-
time dividend to be paid to all employers paying into the 
OBWC system. Independence’s dividend? $904,216!  
So the OBWC is responsible for $1,146,330 here in 
2020 that was unanticipated at the start of this year.

The final large deposit source was the CARES Act 
funding the City received this year, which totaled 
$438,787. Combine the three sources and it totals 
$1,585,117 – none of which was anticipated to be 
received when 2020 started. A large source of “thanks” 
for our community!

On the expense side of the equation, the City 
successfully issued $15.25 million of 15-year bonds in 
late October. Rather than keep that much debt floating 
at one-year year maturities and be subject to short-term 
interest rate swings, the City opted to take advantage of 
the lowest tax-free municipal borrowing rates in history 
during 2020 to lock-in those historic low interest rates.

The City had four bidders compete for its debt, and 
UBS Financial Services, Inc. was the low bidder with a 
True Interest Cost (TIC) of 1.596%. 

Certain portions of the $15.25 million will mature 
each year for the next 15 years, and the interest rates 
on the first four maturities are 0.27%, 0.28%, 0.29% 
and 0.32% respectively. 
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So the City was able to take advantage of the current 
tax-free municipal borrowing market and lock in these 
historic low long-term rates, while also taking advantage 
of current low short-term rates too. 

Much to be thankful for here after Thanksgiving despite 
all of 2020’s challenges!   

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

GRENDEL – FINANCE
The Planning Commission did not meet in the month 
of November.

I supported the passage of Ordinance 2020-117 which 
authorized the Mayor to enter into a Settlement 
Agreement and Release with R.E. Warner & Associates, 
Inc. This brings an end to the dispute over the 
engineering of the Hemlock Trail. R.E. Warner agreed 
to pay the City of Independence the sum of $45,000.

I also supported Ordinances 2020-120 and Ordinance 
2020-121 that approve the establishment of two 
additional TIF districts to parcel(s) of real estate owned 
by Redwood Corporate One LLC and the Chestnut 
Woods Phase VII Districts. Redwood invested $9.5 
million in their 56,000 square foot headquarters on 
East Pleasant Valley Road, and the 13 new homes that 
will be constructed on South Great Oaks Parkway and 
Acacia Court includes an approximate construction 
cost of $8.125 million. Redwood will occupy their 
headquarters by the end of November, and the 13 new 
homes will be constructed by fall of 2021. 

Finally, I strongly support Ordinance 2020-126 which 
accepts the proposal of Flock Safety to install and lease 31 
ALPR cameras and software for the Police Department 
to monitor the Rockside Road and Cloverleaf Districts 
for an amount not to exceed $162,750. I strongly urge 
the Mayor and Police Chief to obtain additional cameras 
at the Pleasant Valley Road/Interstate 77 interchange. 

Finally, congratulations to our Independence High 
School volleyball team as they make their fourth 

consecutive trip to the Final Four in Dayton. Coach 
Tony Messina and his talented, hard-working team have 
come up painfully short the past three seasons, but I pray 
and hope that the fourth trip is a charm. Their semi-final 
opponent on November 14 will be Tuscarawas Valley. 
Best of luck, girls. Shout out to Grace Smotek who was 
named to the first team All-Ohio, Abby Avila who was 
named to the third team All-Ohio, and Grace Taliaferro 
who earned honorable mention All-Ohio honors.

I salute the Blue Devils football team for finishing 
the season 6-2 and winning their first State playoff 
game in many years with a win at Monroeville. Senior 
linebacker Adam Miklovic was named to the first team 
at Northeast Lakes District Football Team and Division 
VII Defensive Player of the Year. Kyle Zygmunt, Casey 
McGhee, Sean Kuczmarski, David Dorko, and Eric 
Mitrisin were all named to the All-District First Team. 
Coach Rick Adams was the district’s Division VII Coach 
of the Year.

KAPUSTA – COMMUNITY SERVICES
I wish to express my sympathy to the families of Edward 
Grodik, Nancy DiGeronimo Mahan, Freda Kunevicius, 
and John Scoulakas. I am so sorry for the loss of your 
loved ones.

The issue of safety for residents, employees, and visitors 
has always been a priority for our City Administration 
and Council. We are fortunate to have outstanding 
Police and Fire Departments consistently providing us 
the highest quality of services. In these unprecedented 
times, safety has become an even higher priority. Please 
keep abreast of the City communications so you are 
aware of that which is being done to maintain our 
safety. We all need to remember to do our part to keep 
ourselves, our families, and our neighbors as safe as 
possible.

At the recent meeting of the Campus Life Ministry 
Advisory Group, an update of their activities was 
provided. Several new groups have been initiated with 
the students which provide a great opportunity for 
mentorship. Jim, our Campus Life leader, has also been 
involved with our high school students through the Dale 
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Carnegie Program. Other programs include game day 
and relationship building. Ongoing communication 
is maintained with the parents of the students as well. 
While this program is always a positive resource for our 
students, I believe it takes on an enhanced value during 
these times of the pandemic when connectedness has 
become much more of a challenge.

Wishing all our residents a Happy Thanksgiving Day. 
The celebration may look a bit different this year; some 
family and friends may not be together as in the past. 
What remains unchanged though, is the opportunity on 
Thanksgiving Day to acknowledge that for which we 
are grateful. 

NARDUZZI – SAFETY/RULES & ORDINANCES
No report.

SYNEK – ECONOMIC GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
No report.

TRAKAS – UTILITIES
Mayor Kurtz, Vice Mayor Grendel, Members of Council, 
Finance Director Blaze, Citizens of Independence. The 
Utilities Committee will be meeting on the 17th of 
November at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. The 
main Agenda for this meeting will be to hear from The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and City Engineer Don 
Ramm concerning a long-standing flooding study and 
remedy involving the City by the Canal and Granger 
Road. The City has sought out the USACE and this 
project has been discussed and designed for nearly 10 
years. The USACE has reengineered the project which 
has changed its scope and also lowered the cost, but 
the cost is not insignificant - perhaps in the $4 million 
range - so we want to assure the city’s commitment to 
the project as well as its need as a priority.

On tonight’s agenda is Resolution 2020-19 under my 
sponsorship which I do hope will pass into law and 
positively impact the people of Independence. This 
Resolution is a commitment for the city to devise 
strategies to double our tree canopy over the next 10 
years, an ambitious yet achievable goal. The Utilities 

Committee has heard evidence 

and the community has seen the results of the last decade, 
which evidenced an 8.2% decline in tree canopy in our 
community, almost exclusively related to development. 
By dramatically increasing the tree canopy, the evidence 
proves that we can lessen the effects of flooding, conduct 
stormwater drainage more effectively, increase oxygen 
levels, and decrease carbon levels in the air which are 
all better for the health of our residents. I also believe 
that many more trees add to the beauty of this Tree City 
USA. This Resolution provides tools for each resident 
and business the opportunity to address flooding by 
decreasing water flow naturally and in a less expensive 
manner. I do hope Independence joins the worldwide 
Trillion Tree Initiative and takes major steps forward to 
protect our homes and businesses from flood damage. 

Thank you, Mayor Kurtz, for your weekly phone call 
reminders concerning cutting down the spread of the 
Coronavirus by encouraging residents to wear masks, 
wash our hands thoroughly and regularly, and to be 
mindful of social distancing, keeping six paces from 
each other regularly. The recent large outbreaks of this 
contagious virus have occurred this fall are largely because 
of weddings, funerals, football parties. All normal 
activities, but let us be more cautious in these abnormal 
times as we congregate to celebrate Thanksgiving and 
Christmas as well as enjoy family, friends, and sporting 
events. Social distancing is vital to cut the spread, and we 
can be more friendly when the virus has passed through 
our country; hopefully next year. 

We are at a critical time, and the City is not trying 
to be a nag, but trying to remind residents that these 
measures, while not bullet-proof vests proverbially, but 
by not adhering to them, the virus is spreading at much 
larger rates. Do what you can to not put you, your 
family, your friends at risk. The Ohio Army National 
Guard is involved with plans to distribute the vaccine 
for COVID-19 in the coming months, so I am very 
engaged in this issue as part of Operation Warp Speed. 
Do what you can to not make yourself a victim of this 
virulent and deadly virus. It does not discriminate, sadly. 

2020 marks the 400th Anniversary of the arrival of the 
Pilgrims from Plymouth, England to Plymouth Rock 

CITY COUNCIL NEWSVision Statement: “To be the  premier community  in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”



DECEMBER 2020   |  A Monthly puBliCAtion of thE City of inDEpEnDEnCE18

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
and Plantation in Massachusetts. These extraordinary 
people helped to found this nation based on Judeo-
Christian values and the strongest of work ethics. We 
owe them all a debt of gratitude for their perseverance 
and foresight to establish a nation of laws that in 1621 
gave thanksgiving to God for what He had provided in 
The New World. 

To quote Plymouth Plantation Colony Governor 
William Bradford, very appropriate for the COVID-19 
times in which we live, from 1620: “All great and 
honorable actions are accompanied with great 
difficulties, and both must be enterprised and 
overcome with answerable courage.”

That is my report, Mayor. Happy Veterans Day and 
Thanksgiving to the great citizens of Independence. 

VEVERKA – STREETS & SIDEWALKS
Last week I had the opportunity to take my first drive 
from Brecksville Road down Rockside Woods North. 
This long anticipated road will play an important role 
in alleviating congestion on Rockside Road giving 
workers an easier path to I-77 north. It should also serve 
to reduce traffic on Brecksville Road from Rockside 
north to the new road. Congratulations to all involved 
in bringing this project to fruition from construction of 
the sanitary sewer through the final landscaping. By the 
way, road and landscaping look super.

Streets and Sidewalks Committee met on October 27. 
Service Director Leon Karas reported on the 1,000 feet 
of sidewalk that the department had replaced this past 
month. He also provided an update on the new leaf 
vacuum that the Service Department accepted delivery 
of a few weeks ago. A second unit will soon arrive. The 
new equipment and the split shift have helped this leaf 
season.

City Engineer Don Ramm reported on the status of road 
projects winding down at this time. In the last two years 
the City has completed five major road reconstructions. 
We were given a status report on repaving and upgrading 
of Schaaf Road from the Brooklyn Heights border down 
the hill to the Vet Clinic. The curb lanes of Brecksville 

Road north of I-480 received much needed repaving 
in the last two weeks. The two Hillside Road sidewalk 
projects continue to develop. Meadowbrook repaving 
awaits a right of way agreement at its terminus. The 
Mayor requested investigation on making Brecksville 
Road north of Rockside a boulevard, and the Engineer 
is to research all additional costs as compared to the 
design that the road was scheduled for as part of the 
Rockside Woods connection.

I received a question about why barrels remained on 
Route 21 in the construction area after it appeared 
that work was completed. It is required to have signs in 
place at least five working days in advance of opening a 
roadway with new traffic signalization; thus the delay in 
barrel removal.

As we approach Thanksgiving, it only seems appropriate 
to step back and view the past challenges in 2020. 
Hopefully we are able to recognize a half full glass and 
be grateful for all our blessings.

WALCHANOWICZ – PUBLIC LANDS & BUILDINGS
Hello Everyone. I hope all our kids had a safe and 
healthy Halloween. 

We had a very good Safety Committee meeting on 
November 3rd. We discussed all of the problems on 
Rockside Road and came up with a very good plan to 
solve most of our problems. Between Rockside Road 
and the Cloverleaf we will be installing 31 state-of-the-
art cameras along with a lot more Police patrols.

Our GPD study is finished, and we will be having a 
Public Lands & Buildings meeting this month to discuss 
the outcome with the people from GPD.

I’m very happy that our 55+ lunches have been an 
amazing success. In the future there will be some slight 
changes to this program.

We had some good legislation this month. I am very 
excited that our Recreation Department will finally be 
getting a new truck and not a hand-me-down one. 



www.independenceohio.org 19

I hope everyone has a Safe and Healthy Thanksgiving!

DIRECTORS’ REPORTS

BUILDING OFFICIAL – GERO
The Building Department is continuing to 
review plans, issue permits, and perform 
inspections while taking precautions to 
keep both our employees and our customers 

safe and healthy. Please wear a mask should you need 
to come into the Building Department. Feel free to use 
email or call should you need to contact us.

Over the last month, the Building Department sent out 
2 sets of construction drawings for plan review. Seven 
commercial permits were issued, and 25 commercial 
construction inspections were performed.  
The Department also issued 87 residential permits and 
performed 103 residential construction inspections. 
Plans were reviewed and approved for two new dwellings 
on Linden Lane. Occupancies were issues for two new 
dwellings on Linden Lane. Eleven new dwellings are 
currently under construction in the City, and there are 
three in the plan review process.

Additionally, our inspectors have been actively addressing 
issues to clean up our community.

CITY ENGINEER – RAMM
A total of eight (8) permits were issued: 
Five (5) Residential Plumbing Permits 
were issued to repair storm/sanitary sewer 
laterals, two (2) Miscellaneous Residential 

Permits were issued to repair/replace concrete/asphalt 
driveways and one (1) Commercial Right-of-Way 
Permit was issued to install fiber optic cable

We have coordinated the work of Ronyak Paving 
relative to our 2020 Asphalt Road Maintenance and 
Repairs Contract, to perform some strip-patches in the 
curb lanes of Brecksville Road north of the bridge over 
I-480.

We have coordinated the work of Geotech Services 
relative to our 2020 Creek, 

Utility & Infrastructure Maintenance & Repairs 
Contract. Trash racks were designed and installed on 
existing headwalls to decrease negative impacts of debris 
and sediment collecting within our existing storm sewers 
- one on Scenicview, one on Valley Woods. 

The emergency culvert work at 4902 E. Pleasant Valley 
Road is substantially complete. The emergency slide 
repair proposed at 8501 E. Pleasant Valley is scheduled 
to begin the week of the 16th.

We continue to oversee the work of Catts Construction 
on E. Schaaf Road, in connection with our 2020 
Concrete Road Maintenance & Repairs Contract. Six 
inch underdrains, concrete curbs and drive aprons are 
completed on the north side of the road. Curb removal 
operations have begun on the south side of the road. 

We prepared for and attended a Streets & Sidewalks 
Council Committee Meeting conducted on Tuesday, 
October 27th. Work overview and a summary of active 
projects was provided. 

We worked with consultants to prepare and to submit 
two (2) separate funding applications through the 
Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) State 
Issue 1 funding program for upcoming infrastructure 
projects. Detailed consent legislation for these funding 
applications will be included on December’s Council 
Meeting agenda.  

We were notified on November 3rd by the County 
Executive, Armond Budish, that the County 
Department of Public Works approved our grant 
application submitted earlier this year to split the cost of 
resurfacing Rockside Road (east of Brecksville Road) 
in calendar year 2021. Total estimated construction cost 
of the project is $500,000, and the County agreed to 
fund up to $250,000. 

Lastly, we have been continuing our coordination 
with representatives from the Army Corp of 
Engineers regarding the Section 205 Flood Study of 
the Cuyahoga River. The Corp study resulted in a 
proposed flood risk management project consisting 
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of combination flood levee and flood wall to protect 
our flood-prone commercial/industrial properties 
located on Old Rockside Road and Commerce Park 
Oval. Representatives from the Army Corp will be in 
attendance at an upcoming Utilities & Sewers Council 
Committee Meeting to provide an important update as to 
the conclusion of the study, as well as the required steps 
that are needed, going forward, in order to implement 
the engineering design and construction of the proposed 
flood mitigation project. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Election Day on November 3rd at the Civic Center had 
record voter turnout. We would like to thank our staff, 
the Recreation Department staff, as well as the Board 
of Elections volunteers who all helped to make it a safe 
process for everyone. 

Yesterday, the Community Services Department opened 
our doors to the public for the first time in over seven 
months. Our front desk is open Monday - Friday 7:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and we are offering limited youth 
and adult programming, adhering to county and state 
safety recommendations.

In the month of October, our team distributed over 
3,000 meals to our 55+ residents which is a 20% 
increase from September. As the attendance continues 
to climb, our team does a great job of keeping up with 
the growing numbers.

We are working to deliver favorite annual programs to 
the public in a safe way to make the season special. As 
such, we will have a modified drive up “Noon New Year’s 
Eve” meal, a Remembrance Day ornament pickup, and 
a revised Gingerbread House program. 

The weather is beautiful now, but we are thinking ahead 
to the snow season. We already have 500 households 
on the list, but we had over 600 last year, so we want 
to make sure we don’t miss anyone. We recommend 
signing up as early as possible.

The Community Services Department thanks all of our 
veterans and active military this month. We also want to 

wish our residents a very happy Thanksgiving!

FIRE CHIEF – REGA
On tonight’s agenda is Ordinance 2020-
122. This is an amendment of Ordinance 
2020-21 regarding the compensation of 
non-exempt personnel. I am requesting that 
part-time firefighter/paramedics be added 

to level 3 of this compensation ordinance.  At present, 
part-time firefighter/paramedic wages are outlined in 
Ordinance 2011-20 which is not routinely amended. 
By adding them to Ordinance 2020-21, they will be 
grouped in with other similar pay range positions. This 
will allow them to be included on any future routine 
wage adjustments made by Council.   

I would like to wish everyone a safe and healthy 
Thanksgiving. I know it may be a bit of a challenge this 
year with COVID-19, but continue social distancing 
as much as possible, wear a mask and practice good 
hygiene by washing your hands or using hand sanitizer 
and cleaning surfaces frequently.   

POLICE CHIEF – KILBANE
Tomorrow, November 11, we will observe 
Veteran’s Day to honor those who served 
our country in the Armed Forces. There 
are thirteen members of the Independence 
Police Department who are veterans of 

the Armed Forces and one currently serving in the 
Air National Guard, and they continue to serve our 
community as Police Officers. I would like to recognize 
our officers who are veterans: Lieutenant Jim Kroeger, 
Sergeants Brad Borowy, Dan Anders, Chris Cross and 
John Kurtz, Detectives Rich Paine, Randy Wilson and 
Everett Haworth, Patrolmen Brian Dalton, Ray Pacl, 
Jim Green, Jim Martin, Evan Waidley and Jeremy 
Harper.

Ordinance 2020-126 is on tonight’s agenda proposing 
the purchase and installation of an Automated License 
Plate Reader (ALPR) camera network and associated 
software. The current ALPR installed at Rockside and 
21 has been instrumental in solving numerous crimes 
within the City and expanding this capability to our 
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Rockside Road district as well as some of our commercial 
areas will enhance the safety of our City and make it 
more difficult for criminals to conduct their business 
here. I want to thank Mayor Kurtz and City Council for 
their support of this project.

RECREATION DIRECTOR – 
WALCHANOWICZ
I am happy to report that the weekend hours 
of the Civic Center have been extended! 
As of November, our Saturday hours are 

8:00am to 4:00 pm and our Sunday hours are 9:00am 
to 3:00 pm. Please take advantage of our extended hours 
of operations for your convenience!

We are also happy to report that the Fieldhouse has 
reopened on a limited basis for our Independence 
residents! Monday thru Friday 9:00 am to 12 noon the 
building will be open for track walkers and residential 
pickle ball; Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 6:00 
pm to 8:00 pm it will be open for track walkers and 
residential team practices. Masks must be worn upon 
entrance & exit of the facility and social distancing must 
be practiced. We hope that as the weather cools down 
you are able to safely utilize this great indoor facility!

We will continue doing all we can to accommodate 
our residents’ schedules and may further extend hours 
of our facilities to keep crowds spread out throughout 
the day. Please e-mail or call us with your requests and 
feedback. Unfortunately, we are still unable to have 
large groups together in our gyms or atriums and our 
operation procedures will remain fluid as we abide by 
state regulations.

Our High School Swim Team has started their full season 
practices at the Civic Center. In order to maintain social 
distance, the team is split into 2 groups. One group 
uses the gym while the second group uses the pool - 
the groups rotate halfway through practice. The pool is 
closed to residents during practices and sanitized before 
and after each group of swimmers. We are currently 
working with the school to plan team meets under 
COVID guidelines - the first swim meet is scheduled 

for December 3rd.

The Recreation Department staff, along with employees 
from all of our other departments, are busy working and 
transforming the Elmwood Park area into a “Christmas 
Wonderland” for your enjoyment! Especially during 
these difficult times, we hope that the park can be a safe 
place for your family to drive through and enjoy the 
lighting displays this holiday season.

SERVICE DIRECTOR – KARAS
With leaf collection season in full swing, the 
department has been collecting leaves for 
the past several weeks and our crews have 
collected nearly 4,000 yards of leaves. The 
Department put into service this fall 2 new 

Spartan Leaf Pro Plus leaf vacs. By doing so we have 
increased our leaf collection efficiency with joystick 
operation of the collection tube as well as increased 
capacity with larger 37 yard roll off containers.  We 
will continue to collect leave as long as weather permits 
through December 18th. 
Also on December 18th yard waste collection will end 
for the season. If you have any yard waste after December 
18th please dispose of it with you regular rubbish. 

With the Christmas Lighting around the corner crews 
have also been busy setting up the City’s holiday 
displays. As always we continue to exceed the previous 
year’s display. 

With respect to the upcoming winter season, the 
department had the entire snow plow fleet inspected 
and the trucks are ready for the season with one 
vehicle needing minor repairs. Earlier this year the City 
purchased 5 new snow plows, however, delivery has 
been delayed by three weeks; we anticipate 3 trucks will 
be delivered by the end of the month.

TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTOR – 
SNYDERBURN
Tech assisted the IT department with the 
installation of an upgraded camera atop 
the Crown Centre Building on Rockside 
Rd. We fabricated a new mounting bracket 

which affixed the 25 pound camera to its perch. The 
new unit will assist in giving an eagle eye view of the 
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entire I-480 and I-77 Rockside area.

Due to Covid restrictions along with best practices, 
the Tech department has been exploring ways to keep 
our residents safe during this pandemic. We have been 
working with Rec and Community Service to ensure 
a safe environment in our Civic Center. Tech installed 
hands-free restroom fixtures along with bottle fillers 
that minimize human contact. We change air filters 
frequently in all of our air handling units along with 
cleaning ducts and diffusers. We will stay diligent in 
providing a safe environment campus wide.

The Tech Service Department wishes Your Family a Safe 
& Healthy Thanksgiving.

LEGISLATION – NOVEMBER 10, 2020
 
FIRST READING
ORDINANCE 2020-111 An Ordinance authorizing 
the Mayor to enter into a contract with the Cuyahoga 
County General Health District for Public Health 
Services for 2021 for the City of Independence. Enacted 
7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-112 An Ordinance authorizing 
the disposal of the City’s surplus goods and equipment 
through Govdeals online auction service. Enacted 7 
yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-113 An Ordinance authorizing 
the retention of Lori’s Custom Catering and TJK 
Catering & Concessions, LLC for professional services to 
provide meals for the Community Service Department’s 
55+ drive-thru contactless lunch program. (In an amount 
not to exceed $104,000.00). Placed on Second Reading 
without objection.

ORDINANCE 2020-114 An Ordinance authorizing 
the purchase and delivery of a new 2021 Ford F-350 
4x4, chassis, dump body, and 8’ plow for the Recreation 
Department.  (Through the State Cooperative Purchasing 
Program, in an amount not to exceed $57,717.00). 
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-115 An Ordinance declaring 
the structure at 5555 Brecksville Road in the City of 
Independence to be an unsafe building and therefore a 
public nuisance as defined in City Codified Ordinance 
1369.01, declaring the structure at 5555 Brecksville 
Road in the City of Independence to be insecure, 
unsafe, or structurally defective under Ohio Revised 
Code section 715.26 and authorizing the Law Director 
to notify the owner of, and declaring an emergency. 
Placed on Second Reading without objection.

ORDINANCE 2020-116 An Ordinance amending 
Section 1143.03 - open storage or parking of a 
recreational vehicle of the Codified Ordinances of the 
City of Independence. Placed on Second Reading 
without objection.

ORDINANCE 2020-117 An Ordinance authorizing 
and directing the Mayor to enter into a Settlement 
Agreement and Release with R.E. Warner & Associates, 
Inc. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-118 An Ordinance authorizing 
the Mayor to enter into an agreement with Dempsey 
Surveying Company for professional services in 
connection with footer grade checks and final grade 
checks for the City’s new house construction process. 
(On an as-needed basis, for the period beginning November 
1, 2020 through December 31, 2021 in an additional 
amount not to exceed $15,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-119 An Ordinance authorizing 
the Mayor to enter into an agreement with NOPEC to 
receive Energized Community Grant(s) for 2020. (For 
use in projects that reduce electric and/or gas consumption 
through facility improvements). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-120 An Ordinance declaring 
improvements to certain parcels of property owned by 
Redwood Corporate One LLC to be a public purpose 
for purposes of Sections 5709.40 and 5709.42 of 
the Ohio Revised Code and exempt from taxation, 
describing public improvements to be made to directly 
benefit the parcels, requiring the owners of parcels to 
make service payments in lieu of taxes; establishing 
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a Redwood Municipal Public Improvement Tax 
Increment Equivalent Fund for the deposit of service 
payments, making related authorizations pursuant to 
Ohio Revised Code Sections 5709.40, 5709.42 and 
5709.43. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-121 An Ordinance establishing 
the Chestnut Woods Phase VII Incentive District and 
declaring improvements to certain parcels of property in 
the incentive district to be a public purpose for purposes 
of Sections 5709.40 and 5709.42 of the Ohio Revised 
Code, describing public improvements to be made to 
benefit or serve the incentive district, requiring the 
owners of parcels within the incentive district to make 
service payments in lieu of taxes; establishing a Chestnut 
Woods Phase VII Municipal Public Improvement Tax 
Increment Equivalent Fund for the deposit of service 
payments, making related authorizations pursuant 
to Ohio Revised Code Sections 5709.40, 5709.42 
and 5709.43. Placed on Second Reading without 
objection.

ORDINANCE 2020-122 An Ordinance amending 
Ordinance No. 2020-21 regarding the compensation of 
non-exempt personnel. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-123 2020 Annual Appropriations 
Ordinance. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-124 An Ordinance authorizing 
the retention of akhia communications, inc. for 
professional services to assist the Economic Development 
Department with updating the City’s branding. Placed 
on Second Reading without objection.

ORDINANCE 2020-125 An Ordinance authorizing 
the retention of Guide Studio, Inc. for professional 
services to assist the city with Wayfinding and 
Placemaking. Placed on Second Reading without 
objection.

ORDINANCE 2020-126 An Ordinance accepting 
the proposal of Flock Safety to install and lease ALPR 
Cameras and Software for the Police Department. 

(In a total amount not to exceed 

$7,750.00, and to lease software for a two-year period 
beginning December 1, 2020 and ending November 30, 
2022, in a total annual amount not to exceed $77,500.00, 
and for a total contract amount not to exceed $162,750.00). 
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

RESOLUTION 2020-19 A Resolution committing 
the City to double its tree canopy between the years 
2020 and 2030 for the purposes of improving air and 
water quality, absorption of carbon dioxide, reducing 
stormwater runoff, and improving the aesthetics of 
the community. Placed on Second Reading without 
objection.

RESOLUTION 2020-24 A Resolution to urge 
Governor DeWine and the Ohio legislature to extend 
the deadline for operating public meetings electronically. 
Adopted 7 yes/0 no.

BOARD OF ZONING RESULTS 
 – NOVEMBER 19, 2020

5999 Brecksville Road, Eric Michalski  – Requesting 
a variance to permit a generator to be located on the 
side yard (not permitted). Withdrawn.

6860 Bradford Circle, Paul Shim –  Requesting a 
variance to permit a deck to extend approximately 
9.5 feet past the rear building line (not permitted). 
Applicant did not appear.

6894 Linden Lane, Michael & Jessica Folk – 
Requesting a variance of 1.72 ft. to permit a deck to 
extend past the rear building line (not permitted). 
Approved.

5912 Chestnut Road, Antonio Costanzo – Requesting 
a variance of 16 sq. ft. to permit an accessory building 
to be 160 sq. ft. (144 sq. ft. permitted, 160 sq. ft. 
requested). Approved.
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Please confirm Caucus and Council Committee Meeting times by calling the “Council Meeting Line” at 216-328-1477 or visiting www.independenceohio.org

Caucus 5:30 pm

Regular Council 
Meeting 7 pm

Public Hearing
5:30 pm followed by 
Special Council Mtg.

EG&D Comm.
Mtg. 1:00 pm

Planning Comsn. 
Mtg. 5:30 pm

Please call City 
Hall for Mayor’s 
Listening Night  

5-6 pm

Tree Lighting 
Celebration 6 pm 

Elmwood Park

Architectural Board of 
Review 3 pm

Board of Zoning  
Appeals following 

Caucus 5:30 pm
 

Architectural Board of 
Review 3 pm

Christmas Eve

New Year’s Eve

Christmas Day

Happy New 
Year 2021
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* DUE TO THE COVID-19 SITUATION ALL MEETINGS WILL BE VIRTUAL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
PLEASE CHECK THE CITY WEBSITE TO DETERMINE IF PUBLISHED MEETINGS/EVENTS ARE CANCELLED.*

Website: www.independenceohio.org
Email: cityhall@independenceohio.org

If you have questions regarding 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 please call 
1-833-4ASKODH (1-833-427-5634)
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Christmas Day 
Friday, December 25th 
City Hall Closed

New Year’s Day
Friday, January 1st 
City Hall Closed


